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PRE-OPERATIONAL SAFETY CHECKS 
1. Visually check the area to ensure no slip or trip hazards are present in the workspace.  

2. Ensure no slip/trip hazards are present in workspaces and walkways. 

3. Locate and ensure you are familiar with the operation of the ON/OFF starter and EStop (if fitted). 

4. Check that all guards are in position. 

5. Ensure push stick is available. 

6. Lower the blade guide and guard to full effect.  

7. Start the dust extraction unit before using the saw. 

8. Faulty equipment must not be used. Immediately report suspect machinery to the Shop Manager. 

Report issues in the SLACK #woodshop channel.  Post a sign on equipment and or lock it out as 

needed.  
  

 

OPERATIONAL SAFETY CHECKS 

1. Never leave the machine running unattended. 

2. The workpiece should be fed forward evenly and held firmly on the table to ensure effective control 

during cutting whilst keeping hands in a safe position.  

3. Use a push stick when feeding material past the blade. 

4. Do not force a wide blade on a cut of small radius. Use relief cuts when cutting sharp curves.  

5. Before making adjustments switch off the saw and bring the machine to a complete standstill.  

6. Stop the machine before attempting to back the work away from the blade.  

7. Stop the saw immediately if the blade develops a ‘click’. Report it to the manager. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL OPERATION 
1. Put on Safety glasses and hearing protection.  

2. All materials should be inspected for defects such as warps, knots and foreign objects. 

3. Keep safety guards in place. Upper guide should clear stock by about 6 mm (1/4”). 

4. Make curved cuts gradually and use relief cuts for tight radius curves. 

Safe Operating Procedures  
Bandsaw 

 DO NOT use this machine unless you have been though the check out 
process on its safe use and operation. 

 
Safety glasses must be worn at all 
times in work areas. 

Long and loose hair must be 
contained or restrained. 

Appropriate footwear with 
substantial uppers must be worn. 

Close fitting, protective clothing or a 
workshop apron is encouraged. 

Rings and jewellery must not be 
worn. 

A mask should be worn when 
excessive airborne dust is created. 
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5. Never back out of curved cuts while machine is still running as this will result in the blade coming off. 
(You must wait until blade comes to a complete stop). 

6. Make all cuts on the waste-side of the line. 

7. Maintain a well-balanced position and feed work into blade firmly, but without pushing too hard. 

8. Never start the machine with stock touching blade, never reach under the table, and never perform 
layout or setup on the table. 

9. Turn machine off and disconnect from power source before installing or removing accessories, when 
finished cutting, before adjusting or changing set-ups, or when making repairs. 

10. If blade breaks or there are any other issues during operation immediately stop the saw, leave the 
stock where it is, unplug the saw and report the incident to the shop manager. Report issues in the 
SLACK #woodshop channel.  Post a sign on equipment and or lock it out as needed. 

 

HOUSEKEEPING 
1. Switch off the saw and reset all guards to a fully closed position. 
2. Leave the machine, floor and workspace in a safe, clean and tidy state. 
 

POTENTIAL HAZARDS & RISKS  
   Rotating shafts and moving components    Noise        Entanglement      

   Abrasive and sharp surfaces           Pinch and squash     Eye injury      

   Wood dust               Ejected waste      
 

[ DO NOT do these things. ] 
1. Attempting to cut very small items. 
2. Cut cylindrical or irregular stock. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Date of last review ______________ Signature   ______________________ 
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